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Outline of Odori Park
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FA13T B [HLIRHERIEE] Nishi 13-chome [Sapporo City Archive Museum]

Did you know?

@Toward the Construction of Odori Park

The history of Sapporo dates from 1869, when the first
Hokkaido Development Commissioner was appointed and
Shima Yoshitake, a government urban planner, drew up the
layout of the city as a grid. Sapporo was divided east-west by
the Sosei River and north-south by Shiribeshi St. (today's Odori
Park). In 1871 a large-scale firebreak was built downtown to
separate the administrative district to the north from the
residential and commercial district to the south. This was the
origin of Odori Park.

Since about 1875, the park has enjoyed multipurpose use.
The Ist Tentative Agriculture Exhibition was held there in
1878. In 1909 Nagaoka Yasubei, an expert in landscape
gardening, was invited from the Tokyo government. Yasubei
was commissioned to plan an improvement project, and the site
was developed as a promenade. During World War II, however,
it was used for farming. After the war, a chapel was constructed
at Nishi 3-chome, where a headquarters of the Occupation
Forces was stationed. Afterward, the site was restored to use as
a park. With the growth of the city, development has been
promoted to make the park a relaxing place downtown.

@History of the Flower Garden in Odori

The flower garden is believed to have started when the
Development Commissioner planted flowers introduced from
the West at Nishi 3- and 4-chome in about 1875. Sapporo's 15
horticulture dealers voluntarily developed flowerbeds in 1952,
based on which an association was formed in 1954 and a
contest in which those dealers would test their skills in creating
beautiful flower gardens was started. At the same time, the
arrangement of circular flower gardens sponsored by large
companies commenced. The cooperative relationship between
government and private sector has been reinforced.

@®Nostalgic Recollections

(Horse racing) Around 1872, proud horse owners gathered
in Odori to hold a race on the day of the Sapporo Shrine
Festival (today the Hokkaido Shrine Festival). Trick riders
were said to have thrilled spectators. The racing ceased when a
proper racetrack was built at Hokkaido University in 1877.
(Athletic field) After Japan's wartime defeat, the U.S. Army
requisitioned the park. However, after derequisitioning, a
baseball field, tennis courts and a volleyball ground were
constructed at Nishi 4-, 5- and 6-chome, respectively, for
citizens to enjoy sports. They were in existence until 1950.
(Skating rink) An oval rink stood in the open space at Nishi
12-chome from 1974 to 1980. Many children enjoyed skating
from late December to early February.

@Sapporo Snow Festival

In 1950, junior and senior high school students created six snow
sculptures in Odori Park as if to hearten people in the postwar
gloom. They enjoyed snowball fights and carnivals, which
many citizens gather to watch. This was the beginning of the
Sapporo Snow Festival. The larger snow sculptures were first
built in 1953. Today, some 2 million visitors from Japan and
elsewhere come to marvel at the sculptures — more than 200 of
which stand in Odori alone.
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The lilac became the official tree of Sapporo after a survey of the citizenry.
Some 400 trees 30 to 40 years old bloom from late May to mid June.

74+ Japanese zelkova
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The zelkova in the clearing at Nishi 6-chome is thought to be 140 years old. Its
massive trunk provides pleasant shade.
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These are liana, a deciduous vine whose vivid crimson flowers are very rare in

Hokkaido, and citizens look forward every year to summer, when they flower.
(Nishi 2-chome, the wall spring in front of the Sapporo City Hall)

79T B [k’ Nishi 9-chome [Watercourse]

Kili/ABETOOL

OH=DAT7 R
REDNFIIBREISADTEMTNE T, BEEMSBLE
DZRHTIMIC, BEIIAREZROTEAIDEDZNRTSHY
T IIN—THh2NE5TT, ILIRHENETT—FEERL
AREHET NZBEZMDIZD . BDNNIAY L/ TF DR
BZFHOLSICRKLALY  BEZDBEARDA 7 RAELTH
LENTNET,

O 7= BDILIE

FELLEBI—BAIDH DG, BT Ho
VOSOREN-EDBYA(TLAZ2O-NP . dvER—

DAVBE BABEEAHOTNET., ZZEFE[VITHRKI

EFEINTHE L, RAINORDE ROELBEISFES I

SICRAENDTY . ROWIIEDLOTNEZ LA bALD

V—UI.STEI DI BRALEETTNE T,

0E1g o<V

TOFBAEEDUERY EIFDDIE RERREIITIEHY FEA,
—DODALZDRBNBWNCIRUBETCHREGE . KUIBE/RTT,
BB CEROMBNFRDLTY A OGEEIFIC. BBKREELED
HETIRICESTALSPAENSDBZERED, BI\HD
KUICEBMT BT —IEBATNE T, T—VIF. ZOEDF
ZICANRF TSI —DEL  BHEBICBEEBATEEKICTERY
HEZE ARDZZTRDOITDREAMFTOUOLEDTY,

[ AN B

1t (761B) 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

I0vHR %

Ho5

Lo¥av

VY

%*

%*

Fa—yy7 %*
*
*

SA3vY

av/+

%*

%*

ks s Dy %
%*

NS

*
*

UYFE

et

FUUNA

L
Pa
aYJ/F Tulip tree

EOUVROEER. 78 TEICHI T, 8T20mEDOARVFWVIC, Fa—
Uy SRRV L IBOTEDHKEFCOET, [ESTE.FE7/THE]

These trees belong to the deciduous magnolia family. From mid to late July, pale
orange tulip-like flowers bloom. (Nishi 5-chome, Nishi 7-chome)
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Relaxation time in Odori

@An urban oasis

Benches in the park are arranged along its walkways. Couples
and groups sit on the north side to sun themselves in spring and
fall, and on the south side to find shade in summer. After
enjoying an art exhibition at the Sapporo City Archive Museum,
citizens might stroll the rose garden or appreciate with childlike
wonder the sculptural playground equipment designed by Isamu
Noguchi. The park is a popular downtown oasis.

@®0Open space for children

The place most popular among children is Nishi 9-chome.
There are a slide shaped like a whale's tail, playground
equipment , and a watercourse. This space used to
be called Kujira ga Mori (whale forest) because the forest
looked like a whale floating on the sea, when viewed from the
east. The shape of the forest has changed with time but the
whale is still there as the symbol of the restroom.

@®Making snow sculptures

There's more to the Sapporo Snow Festival than its gigantic
snow sculptures. Teams of citizens are just as serious about
erecting sculptures. Most of these groups are made up of co-
workers or schoolmates. However, more international students
and people working in Sapporo on transfer have joined in
recent years to make pleasant memories. The sculptures are
usually themed after that year's Chinese zodiac animal or
popular characters. Heavily dressed figures fashioning figures
from snow and ice is a scene that epitomizes winter and
heartens people in this severe season.
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74T B [I& K] Nishi 4-chome [Fountain]

76T H [ 17+2%] Nishi 6-chome [zelkoves]

PE R D701

@HIBEEADRETT, REUHABLEL LS,
O@IDRE. FERIICTHBALLZELN,
O LERTDEMHEBMITEI Ao

O Y MMI DIENTHELTLES L\, TUIIBRFERY <2,

OERNDEEEMPHEDERICK O TS0,
OBREBIIH T TA, NHAXBHEZ CFAILZS0,

Remember...

@ The park belongs to everyone. Please treat it with respect.

@ Help keep the park clean. Please take your trash with you when you leave.

@It is prohibited to remove plants.

@ Please keep pets on a leash at all times. Clean up after your pet.

@ Please follow signs and park staff’s instructions.

OThere is no parking lot. Please come by public transportation.
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[Information]
Odori Park Office
Phone:011-251-0438

Greenery Management Section,Greenery Promotion Department,

ConstructionBureau, City of Sapporo

Phone:011-211-2536 g;
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